
 
 

 
Newsletter – September 2010 

 

 
Editorial 
 
September already!! 
 
Not sure where the time’s gone but here we are in September already, lots of races under our 
belt(s) and many of the racing series and trophy destinations already decided. 
 
On personnel note it’s been a pretty busy sailing year with quite a few open meetings and of 
course the Scorpion Nationals at Looe.  This year was a bit special for the Scorpion Class as 
it’s our 50

th
 Anniversary and there have been quite number of celebrations and a record turn 

out of entries at the Nationals. 
 
Back at Shotwick we have also been busy, we’ve had a successful Open Day, various racing 
opens, training days and even a new “Canine Section” – more later. 
 
Last week was the annual Solo Open which judging by the e-mails we’ve received from the 
competitors was a great success and I even managed to get a few decent photographs 
having started to get to grips with the fancy camera the family bought me for my 50

th
 last 

October – yes I’m 51 in a couple of weeks and you are all right – I don’t look it. 
 
The annual lakeside BBQ was also held last week and was another big success, thanks to 
the hard work of all involved. 
 
On a slightly different note we have also had a number of issues with security at the club 
which although not too serious need bringing to peoples attention – again more later. 
 
It is also time to start thinking about your social calendar in the lead up to Christmas, we have 
our Annual Dinner & Presentation in November and this year we are once again trying 
something a bit different, you really don’t want to miss this one – and guess what – more 
later. 
 
Finally I still need help with content for the Newsletter; I am rapidly running out of ideas and 
the more eagle eyed amongst you will have noticed that instead of the usual quarterly issue 
we have now slipped to 5 months, with your help I can get this back on track and I am aiming 
for the next issue in December, so please send me something/anything. 
 
Thanks to all those who have contributed to this issue and shame on you that haven’t. 
CK 

 
Fastest Lap Trophy 
 
With only a couple more weeks to go until qualifying closes for this year and no entries so far 
now is an ideal time to have a crack at this challenge.  The fastest time in recent years is still 
held by Tom Piggot in a Topper at 8m-17s which after handicap correction came down to an 
impressive 6m-25s and Ron King is still second with 8m-10s (corrected to 7m-04s). 
 
But remember they are old times and all you need to do to win a nice shiny trophy is set the 
fastest this year. 
CK 



Shotwick Solo Open 2010 
 
This was held on Sunday 5

th
 September and attracted 19 entries. 

 
The event was won by S. Denison of Hollingworth Lake S.C sailing 4884. 
Second was Chris Gillard of Sheffield Viking S.C sailing 5113 
Third was Oliver Whitehead also of Hollingworth (and former Scorpion sailor) sailing 5093 
 
Top Shotwick boat was James Hopson sailing 4639 who finished in fifth. 
 
Special mention goes out to Alex Jardine who borrowed 3654 from Ron King for the last two 
races and came a creditable 11

th
 overall following some spectacular acrobatics as is evident 

from the pictures below. 
CK 

 

 

 
First, second and third placed Solos at the 2010 Solo Open at Shotwick Lake 

Photos Courtesy of Colin Keogh 

 
 



 
James Hopson takes avoiding action – Dad Steve would have been upset!! 

Photos Courtesy of Colin Keogh 
 

 
Alex Jardine demonstrates the latest hiking technique. 

Photos Courtesy of Colin Keogh 
 



 

 

 
More action from the Solo Open. 
Photos Courtesy of Colin Keogh 

Compound Security 
 
In recent months we have had a couple of incidents of vandalism at the club, one of these 
back in the June when a canoe with a membership sticker on was found on the nature 
reserve at Burton and the other towards the middle of July when a number of boats were 
removed from their trailers and set adrift on the Lake, thankfully without much damage. 
 
These bring to mind and e-mail I received from one of our members earlier in the year, a copy 
of which is reproduced below: - 
 
“The gate number is changed I assume so that it doesn't become known to non-members of a 
miscreant persuasion. Several times I have arrived after the gates have been unlocked and 
then closed when members have gone onto the water. Getting out to unlock the gate, I found 
that I didn't need to (of course), however, on each occasion the person unlocking the gate 
had left the digits in the unlock order. Any person 'checking out' the site would be able to 
guess - and confirm that this had happened. Perhaps a line in the newsletter asking people to 
scramble the digits after un/locking might be worthwhile.” 
 



Obviously there is a good chance that all three incidents are unrelated – but – you never 
know.  So as requested here we go: - 
 

“Scramble the combination after 
you’ve opened/closed the gate” 

 
Thank You. 
 
PS 
If you are the person that sent the e-mail to the “webmaster” address then thanks for bringing 
this to our attention, and if you are reading this and received it by e-mail can you please let 
me know via the “Newsletter” address so I know if I’ve now got your correct e-mail.  
CK 

 

E-mail Addresses 
 
As you will probably guess from the “PS” above I may not have a correct e-mail address (or 
none at all) for certain members.  If by any chance you are reading this and it was not sent to 
your e-mail but in future you would like it to be then let me have your address via the 
“Newsletter” link on the website.  If you have not got an e-mail address and need a hard copy 
sending by post then please let me know via a note in the clubhouse and I will sort it out – no 
need to tell me (and the world) your postal address I can get that from the Membership 
Secretary – discretion is assured!! 
CK 

 

Newfies Come to Shotwick 
 

A new kind of water sport has arrived at Shotwick Sailing Club, in the form of Newfoundland 
Water Rescue Dogs. Many of you will have seen (and heard!) our dogs if you have been at 
Shotwick on various Saturdays over the past year. 
 

 
Owain in a boat. 

Photos Courtesy of Jacqui Price 



Newfoundlands, or Newfies for short, were bred in Canada to help the fishermen ply their 
trade. Their thick, oily coats protect them from the cold, and their webbed feet make them 
excellent swimmers. Their job was to take out trawls, and bring them back and, as an added 
bonus, they are reputed to have natural instincts to save and would jump from a boat to pick 
up any unlucky fishermen who had fallen overboard. They were also used as pack animals 
due to their massive strength, and could pull carts over vast distances. 
 

 
Owain “saves” Jaquie. 

Photos Courtesy of Jacqui Price 

 
Belle doing a “multi tow”. 

Photos Courtesy of Jacqui Price 
 



We, as members of the Northern Newfoundland Club are trying to keep these traditions alive, 
and work with our dogs both in water rescue and draftwork. At Shotwick, however, we 
concentrate on the water work. We hurl ourselves screaming off boats, hoping that our dogs 
will jump in after us to bring us to safety, We hide behind boats hoping our dogs will come and 
find us, and again bring us to safety. In fact, most of our training consists of us thrashing 
about in water, hoping to be saved! In most cases it actually works! We love what we do and 
the sense of achievement when our dogs get it right is beyond compare. 
 
Thank you to Shotwick for letting us share your water, and for making us so very welcome. 
Please feel free to come and watch us when we are there, we love to show off our dogs! 
JP 

 

Forthcoming Events 
 
End of Season Dinner & Awards Ceremony.  

Saturday 27th November at “The Armoury”, Halkyn Street Flint. 

19.00 prompt (for dinner at 19.30) to Midnight (bar until 11.30) 

Superb four course dinner, presentation of award and the excellent live band Jimmy Rae and 
the Firewalkers. 

Come along and enjoy the celebration of another successful year and the beginning of the 
Christmas season. 

Ticket price has been kept to an incredible bargain of £15 (juniors £10). Get your tickets now 

at the Galley on Sunday mornings or from Ron King - membership@shotwicksailing.org 

Jimmy Rae and the Firewalker 
 
For those of you who don’t know who Jimmy Rae and the Firewalkers are here’s a link to the 
website: - 
 
http://www.jimmyrae.co.uk/ 
 
And a couple of photos: - 
 

 
 
 
Some of you may notice a familiar face amongst the group – for those of you who don’t then 
turn over for a not so subtle clue!! 
 
 
 
 



 
Photos Courtesy of Colin Keogh 

 
Yes it’s our very own Adrian “Slim Shadey” Hall – Scorpion Helm and Keyboard Player 
extraordinaire. 
CK 

 

The True Cost of Volunteering 
 
Running a sailing club for its membership takes a great deal of effort, quite often 
unrecognised. To this end I have put pen to paper to try and put some of this effort into 
perspective. What I would like to discuss is the true value of your efforts in helping this club to 
be the happy, friendly and fun place that we all enjoy. 
 
So what does the club offer to its members? Well we have regular racing on Sundays and 
Wednesday evenings throughout the summer. A galley service on Sunday’s so that you do 
not have to worry about making up your lunch prior to coming out. Regular training sessions 
both formal and informal. Finally a safe environment in which to sail where you can get 
changed and shower in warmth. You can also store your boat in relatively good secure 
environment. 
 
So what is the cost of providing these services? 
 
It takes about 232 hours of duty by 4 people to organise and run the races, at minimum wage 
that would equate to £5,336.00 
 
Provision of the galley takes 160 hours by 3 people, at minimum wage that would equate to 
£2,760.00 
 
 



Providing training each year takes about 268 hours by 3 people, at minimum wage that would 
equate to £4,623.00 
 
Club administration by the committee takes about 600 hours at minimum wage that would 
equate to £3,450.00 
 
That brings us to a grand total of £16,169.00. 
 
If we could get all these services at minimum wage this would add approximately £115.00 to 
the cost of each membership. 
 
So how do we manage to loose this cost and keep your membership costs at a minimum? By 
each of us volunteering. 
  
We ask each member to turn up for their race duties. This will be a maximum of 3 (or twelve 
hours volunteering). We ask that you come along to 2 work parties and help with some of the 
simple chores like grass cutting, painting and general simple DIY (eight hours of 
volunteering). This is a grand total of 20 hours. At minimum wage this equates to £115.00. 
Strange how the books balance isn’t it 
? 
You could argue that we could drop some of the services offered such as the racing because 
the majority of you don’t take part, or that you’re not interested in the training aspect. But the 
truth is that these services are what make this club fun for all of us. Take one bit away and the 
other parts would collapse due to not having enough support. We truly are an association. 
  
There are some other benefits to volunteering, self satisfaction of having “helped out”, 
learning new skills, some of which could be added to your CV’s especially if you are young. 
 
You also make a lot of new friends and acquaintances. Hope this helps to show how valued 
you are at Shotwick Lake. 

 
"Seconds Before Death” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WARNING! GRAPHIC BOATING INCIDENT. 
 

THIS IS A PICTURE  OF A MAN WITH JUST SECONDS 
 

LEFT TO LIVE 
  

(FRIGHTENING!)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Embarrassing Photo Time 
 
Once again the “Shotwick Paparazzi” have been out in force but unfortunately members are 
either acting a lot more sensibly or they or being a bit more cautious and not getting court. 
 
As you will have noticed there is (apart from a few quick references) a distinct lack of 
“Scorpion” related items in this issue – so time to remedy it. 
 
This time we have not one but a whole selection of embarrassing photos taken just before the 
fancy dress party at this years Scorpion Nationals. 
 

 
Daniel Bell gets in touch with his feminine side 

Dress courtesy of Daniela Keogh 
Photos Courtesy of Maria Keogh 



 
Yours truly and daughter Maria – “The Leper & The Lumberjack” 

Photos Courtesy of Maria Keogh 
 

 
Daniel Bell after changing into his final ensemble – “The Lifeboat Man” 

Photos Courtesy of Maria Keogh 



The Last Word 
 
Well that’s it until the next issue and sorry Daniel – It just had to be done!!!. 
 
See you all soon. 
 
Colin 
 
Please send any articles to newsletter@shotwicksailing.org 


